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Corvelle 15 a roling Showcase
of new technology. new
matenals and new thinking—all
par ol an evolulionary process
thal conlinues year alter yoar
Adherenca 1o lhe prnciple ol
engIneanng excellenca has
baen applied to all areas. Irom
the Iront bumpers 1o the
aircralt-siyle cockpt (o the rear
suspension system. It is these
kinds of developments—
detaled here—thal make
Corvetle what it is loday: one ol
The mos! renowned two-seal
sports cars in the worlkd

For 1981, Corvelle engneers
trod whero none have gone
belore by developing the

world's hirst and only hberglass-
reinforced composile aulomotive

spnng (used with automatic
fransmission only ). 1 even
won the Sociely ol Plashc
Enginears Grand Award
This monaloal rear
spnng—al 8 |bs.—replaces
a 41-lh.steel multileal
spring. And il's nol just hghter.
it's more ellicient. It Can store
six fimes the strain-energy per
unit weighl than a comparable
weight ol spring steel. This is
tha hghlest possible leal spang
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Dave MclLellan
Chiel Engineer, Corvelle

application o be lound in any
aufomaobive SUSpeEnsion

And steal intereal (riction is
eiminated. This liberglass
spning supports the weight of the
car thal rests on the rear wheels
and provides suspension
comphance. Whee! posilion is

Adurminum
Axio Assembly

Spring

controllad by a system of links
and pivols.

Attention 1o detail for 1981
includes other engineenng
developments such as
magnesium valve rocker
covers and stainless stool
oxhaus! manifolds. And an

improvad ant-thall alanm
systam with starter-nlerrupl
leature to disable the starting
circuit il forced entry is made
aven il the ignition swilch is
bypassed. The whole system is
passive—it is easily armed and
disarmed avtomatically when
you lock and unlock the doors

Also new IS an awdaliary
alectric fan that cuts in quially
and automatically if extra
cooling is needed. This allows
use of a smaller engine fan with
lewer, lower-pilched blades lor
reduced drag and quieloer
opoeration

Computar Command
Control. It sounds high lech,
and itis. It's an on-board
computer that adyusts gnilion
timing and air luel mixture. By
continuously monitoring
specilic lunctions, il line-lunes
the engine undar all normal

oparating condilions as you
drive. Altilude. barometnc
pressung and lemporaturns
changes ara lactored in The
whalae system is aven sell-
diagnastic. It pinpoins
problems lor your Chevrolet
sarvice lechnician. Andil's
even covaerad by 1he 5-

yaar 50.000-mile emissions
syslem wartranty. Ask your
dealer lor dalails

For automatic fransmissions,

a compuier-coniroded lorque
converter clutch in second and
third gears i3 new. [l engagos
at most road and oad
drving conditons ;
lor allicient rear

wheel powar ransler—unike
the shppage normally found n
comnventional automanc
ransmissions.

Look al engineenng
hreakthroughs introduced in
1980. Corvelle's front and rear
bumper systems weare reduced
by B4 ibs. Fit and appearance
weare improved. as well as
aerodynamic drag elficiency
The lIront bumper consisis

! A WORD ABOUT THIS CATALOG: We have tried to make this cat
= wmﬂ hope you find it
i_ , here may have been updated.

ol a thrag-pece iberglass
supporting structure 10 replaco
the earlier steel pars.
Aluminum intake manilobkds
aliminated another 24 Ibs. And
dluminum also found its place
in a new rear axle assembly

A lot has gone inlo Corvelle

The evolutionary process adds,

subtracts and improves. It's
whal makes Corvella tha finaly
honed performance machine it
5 today. And i's what makes
Corvelle a unique expenence
o drive

Front

Bumper System

)

as comprehensive and lactual as

ful. Howavar, since the tima of printing. some ol the information you will
50, some ol the equipment shown or
- available at extra cosl. Your dealer has details and, before ordering. you should ask him to bring you up to dale.
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The right is reserved to make changes al any time, withoul notice, in prices, colors, malerials,
equipment, specifications and models. Check with your Chevrolet dealer for complale information.
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In line with tha Corvetle Just one of these modern coal gives a depth ol luster nol

philosophy of evolubonary technological innovations is a possible with convenlional Beige over
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facility. which will build application lor oulslanding -"' Siiver Melallic

Corvettes exclusively. is an beauty. This method allows use e over Charcaal Matallic

imvestment in Corvelle's fulure.  of glamor metallics with large- ) _ .;LWT

It represents the expenence flake high-metallic conten!, And ) Iﬂf!'{_.dfd hﬁ{'ﬂ tﬁj a Wfdfm ﬂj IJ'H)L
and knowledge ieamed overall  the clear acrylc enamel fish /_/ conslant ﬂfuw lolndld a M

s, w are i . -
Tofiociod inihe siate-ol-the: g toad madhine. The plarit and the paoil Suystém.

art innovaltive technology used — = p—

{0 buiid Corvettes. = = ate Two exarmples gf Cherwtels commilment To qualiy.”
il 7 aver Darkﬂglr::ebl'ﬂ:ﬂt:llgﬁm Dave McLellan
I A —

Silver Melallic
over Dark Blue Metallic




OPTIONAL EGUFPMEHT The GM Continuous
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A word about assembly,
components and optional
equipment in these Corvettes.
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Specifications

CORVETTE POWER TEAMS
Engine Transmissions
Standard Ordering Compression Net 4-Spaed :
all states Code Displacement | Ratio | Horsepower | Net Torque | Manual Aulomalic
5.7 Liter 4-Bbl, VBIA) LB1 350 Cu. In. 821 180 280 Lb.-Ft. Standard =]

(@ 4200 APM | @ 1600 RPM

iAiProduced by GM: Chevrolet Maotor Division. e
B Available in place of standard lour-speed manual transmission at no extra charge.

AWORD ABOUT ENGINES Corveltes are equipped with GM-bullt engines produced by Chevrolel Motor Division.
Please reler to power team information on this page, or see your dealer for details.
GENERAL Rear-Wheel Drive: Front Engine: Corrosion-resistant. Steel-reinforced Fiberglass Body.
TRANSMISSION  Standard 4-speed Manual with 2.72 Final Dnve Ratio
= o= Optional (No Extra Charge) 3-speed Automatic with 2 87 Final Drive Ratio
CHASSIS Front Suspension  Independent. Upper and Lower Control Arms. Coil Springs, Stabilizer Bar
Rear Suspension Independent, Transverse Leal Spring, Lateral Struls
- . [—: iberglass-reinforced Monoleal Rear Spring (standard with aulomatic transmission)
STEERING—TYPE Power-assisted Recirculating Ball with Tilt and Telescopic Adjusiments
Steering Wheel Turns. Lock o Lock 2.58
Turning Circle. Curb to Curb 40.4 Feel
BRAKE SYSTEM Power Four-wheel 11.75-inch Ventilaled Disc Brakes with Dual Hydraulic Circuits and
—Waming Lights
TIRES—TYPE Sleel-belled, Radial Ply Blackwall—Size P225/70R-15
DIMENSIONS (Inches) Exterior Interior
Wheelbase 98.0 Head Room 36.2
Length (overall) 185.3 Leg Room 421
Wiedth (overall) 69.0 Hip Room 49.9
Heighl (loaded) 48.0 Shoulder Room _ 47.5
_ ~ Tread, Froni/Rear 58.7/59.5 Usable Luggage Capacity {(cu. ft.) 8.4
APPROXIMATE CURB WTS. (Ibs.) Manual Transmission 3345
I Automatic Transmission 3345
COLOR CHOICES
Solid Exterior Two-Tone Exterior (Upper/ Lower) Interior
Red Silver Metallic (Optional at Exira Cost) Cloth Bucket Seats  Leather/Vinyl Bucket Seals
Yellow Dark Blue Metallic Claret Metallic/Dark Claret Metallic Camael Silver Gray  Red
Black Mahogany Metallic  Silver Metallic/Dark Blue Metallic Dark Blue Charcoal Rust
White Claret Metallic Silver Metallic’Charcoal Metallic Silver Gray Dark Red Silver
Beige Maroon Metallic Beige/Dark Bronze Metallic Dark Red Camel
Charcoal Melallic Black Dark Blue
Dark Bronze Melallic Rusi Black
. B Dark Claret Metallic I i
LONG RECOMMENDED Engine Qil 12 months or 7.500 miles
SERVICE INTERVALS® Ol Filter 12 months or 7.500 miles:
every 15,000 miles thereafter
Spark Plugs 30.000 miles
Chassis Lubricalion 12 months or 7,500 miles
Automatic Transmission Fluid Change Every 100,000 miles
*Sanp Chaersier 8 Muphanl for condibigns FECILIFIFH Mmdee: irequen inkervals.
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